Mid-Atlantic Courts Update: Essential Information for Creditors

Courts across the Mid-Atlantic region have reopened. Despite courts reopening, civil
lawsuit filings are down, up to 38% lower in Virginia. Many courts have implemented segmented
dockets, increased the availability of remote hearings and installed physical distancing controls to
safely resume business as usual procedures. For instance, the Fairfax County General District
Court allows litigants and witnesses to appear for certain hearings by phone or Web-Ex. Read
more about Fairfax General District Court’s policy. Flexible policies, such as the increased
availability of remote hearings, allow courts and parties to carry on the essential and efficient
functioning of the judicial system. If you have a trial or hearing approaching, you should ask your
attorney or the court if you can appear remotely.

One notable exception to the trend of courts reopening is the District of Columbia.
Creditors seeking to file consumer debt collection actions are temporarily prohibited from filing
such claims in D.C. In April 2020, the D.C. City Council passed legislation that prohibits debt
collectors and creditors from filing new collection lawsuits or garnishments. D.C. Code § 28-
3814(1)(2). Furthermore, creditors may not seek to repossess vehicles or, effectively, to carry out
service of process. D.C. Code § 28-3814(1)(2)(C)-(D). These prohibitions will last for the duration
of the Mayor’s declaration of public health emergency and for 60 days after the public health
emergency concludes. For more information, please review the legislation and the D.C. Attorney
General’s guidance.

See the latest emergency, COVID-19 related court orders: VA, NC, MD, DC.



https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=state.va.us&u=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5jb3VydHMuc3RhdGUudmEudXMvY291cnRhZG1pbi9hb2MvanVkcGxuL2NzaS9zdGF0cy9kaXN0cmljdC9jbXMvMjAyMC9nY21zMTAwMV9vY3QucGRm&i=NWU5Nzc1NjJkZjhiNGQwZWVmOWU3ZTcx&t=WHRBZXZ0WStuWVRIQlVuU3R6S2xZcFVPU1RTQ3oza2txdC9tK0ZMbGRvYz0=&h=5873ae1871be491aba6043c0cb106b7c
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/generaldistrict/remote-hearing
https://code.dccouncil.us/dc/council/code/sections/28-3814.html
https://oag.dc.gov/consumer-protection/debt-collection-faqs
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=vacourts.gov&u=aHR0cDovL3d3dy52YWNvdXJ0cy5nb3YvbmV3cy9pdGVtcy9jb3ZpZC8yMDIwXzEyMThfc2N2X29yZGVyX2ZpZnRlZW50aF9leHRlbmRpbmdfZGVjbGFyYXRpb25fb2ZfanVkaWNpYWxfZW1lcmdlbmN5LnBkZg==&i=NWU5Nzc1NjJkZjhiNGQwZWVmOWU3ZTcx&t=alM3bUtXc01SdVZiSUN0YzlkemQxbUJTZk51TkFJRDllQUxaL1h6a01Uaz0=&h=5873ae1871be491aba6043c0cb106b7c
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=nccourts.gov&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubmNjb3VydHMuZ292L2Fzc2V0cy9uZXdzLXVwbG9hZHMvMTQlMjBEZWNlbWJlciUyMDIwMjAlMjAtJTIwN0EtMzklMjhiJTI5JTI4MiUyOSUyME9yZGVyJTIwRXh0ZW5kaW5nJTIwRW1lcmdlbmN5JTIwRGlyZWN0aXZlcyUyMDEtNSUyQyUyMDgtMTUlMkMlMjAxOCUyQyUyMDIwLTIyJTIwJTI4RmluYWwlMjkucGRmP2Z3Y2I5SmgzUVVfdHdBSk9WcjZWcGEwUHVrdGFSWDJjPQ==&i=NWU5Nzc1NjJkZjhiNGQwZWVmOWU3ZTcx&t=alRGdkU2SXcvalh6alIxQVBYcWxvZVI5Ym16R0x6WHFWcWpYb3orRUJiUT0=&h=5873ae1871be491aba6043c0cb106b7c
https://www.mdcourts.gov/sites/default/files/admin-orders/20201222seventhadministrativeorderrestrictingstatewidejudiciaryoperationsduetothecovid19emergency.pdf
https://www.dccourts.gov/sites/default/files/matters-docs/General%20Order%20pdf/Amended-Order-11-5-20_FINAL.PDF

